[image: Slow Down Sacramento logo][image: City of Sacramento logo][image: Sacramento Police Department budget][image: California Highway Patrol badge][image: California Department of Transportation][image: California Office of Traffic Safety logo]

For Immediate Release
Date: August 17, 2026

Contacts:	
Tim Weisberg, OTS Deputy Director, Communications and Public Affairs
916-708-5128, timothy.weisberg@ots.ca.gov   
Elisa Ramirez, OTS Community Engagement Coordinator (Spanish Media)
916-504-9573, elisa.ramirez@ots.ca.gov 
Edward Barrera, Caltrans Division Chief, Public Affairs
916-708-5013, edward.barrera@dot.ca.gov   

FOR NEWS MEDIA
Download social media assets
[image: Logo for Driving ABCs - Alert for bicyclists and children crossing]
The “ABCs” for Safety: State and Local Leaders Announce New Efforts to Promote Safe Biking and Walking Options as Students Return to School 
New public education campaign, increased traffic enforcement and quick-build safety projects aimed at improving safety in school zones
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: State and local leaders announced a new school zone safety education campaign that calls on drivers to know the “ABCs” for safety – Alert for Bicyclists and Children crossing – as students return to school.

SACRAMENTO – The California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), California Highway Patrol (CHP), Sacramento Police Department, City of Sacramento, and non-profit Slow Down Sacramento gathered off north Sacramento’s Marysville Boulevard today to announce a new school zone safety media campaign. The campaign coincides with August’s Back to School Month and highlights recent quick-build and low-cost traffic safety improvements throughout the city of Sacramento that have expanded safe biking and walking options near schools.

As the new school year begins and traffic increases around school campuses, state and local partners demonstrated how infrastructure improvements, public education and enforcement all work together to create safer routes for students, families, and other road users.

“As students head back to school, we want every trip to be a safe one,” said OTS Director Stephanie Dougherty. “The ‘ABCs for School Zone Safety’ campaign highlights driving basics that protect children on their daily routes. Remember your ABCs on every trip—stay alert for bicyclists and watch for and yield to children crossing the street.” 

“Safety will always be Caltrans top priority and defines our efforts to create a system that works for all Californians—especially students who represent the future generation of leaders and difference-makers in the Golden State,” said Caltrans Director Dina El-Tawansy. “Everyone can do their part to keep our young people safe by slowing down in school zones and driving with extra caution where children are present. These conscientious driving habits protect students on foot and those on bikes, helping them arrive to class and return home safely.”

Last month, California announced it is investing nearly $2.5 billion for more than 150 transportation projects statewide that improve connections for people that walk, bike and use transit.

WHY IT MATTERS: People walking in Sacramento are disproportionately at risk of fatal and serious injury crashes. Less than 1% of all miles traveled in Sacramento are by walking, but 43% of all fatal crashes in Sacramento involved a person that was struck and killed by a vehicle. In Sacramento, 17% of injury crashes and 15% of people killed or seriously injured were under 24 years old. E-bikes are also an emerging safety concern for youth. According to state data, youth 14 and under had the highest number of e-bike injuries in California from 2018-2024. According to federal data, 1,253 people were killed while walking or biking on California roads in 2024, accounting for nearly a third (32%) of all people killed in car crashes.
SCHOOL ZONE SAFETY ENFORCEMENT
Last October, the OTS provided more than $1 million in funding to the CHP to expand pedestrian safety operations, especially in school zones and at bus stops. Entering a new school year, the CHP will ramp up school zone enforcement operations statewide targeting drivers who are speeding, fail‑to‑yield, and other dangerous driving behaviors that put children at risk. Additionally, the CHP will hold school bus enforcement operations, where officers monitor drivers who fail to stop for flashing red lights.
“The safety of students and people biking and walking is a top priority,” CHP Valley Division Chief Matt Timmons said. “The CHP supports enforcement efforts near schools and around buses to deter dangerous driving and help keep children in communities across the state safe. We also encourage collaborative efforts from community members by reporting any dangerous driving behaviors observed. Upon doing so, please provide as much information as possible, such as vehicle make, model, color, and if possible, a license plate number. Additionally, a description of the person driving the vehicle really helps hold those making the roadways unsafe responsible for their actions. Together, our efforts make the roadways safer for everyone.”
The Sacramento Police Department is also helping keep students safe with OTS-funded speeding enforcement operations near schools. 
“No parent should have to worry about their child getting to school safely,” Sacramento Police Department Sgt. Ken Collier said. “We know traffic crashes can be prevented, and keeping our students safe takes all of us. The Sacramento Police Department is dedicated to making school zones safer through enforcement efforts and driver education. Everyone in our community has a role to play - slow down, stay alert, and together we can make every street safe for our youth."
VISION ZERO ACTION PLAN AND MARYSVILLE BOULEVARD QUICK BUILD PROJECT
The Marysville Boulevard corridor was prioritized for Vision Zero improvements after the City’s Vision Zero Study identified it as having the largest share of pedestrian-involved crashes among the city’s five priority corridors.
The $1.4 million project reduced Marysville Boulevard from four travel lanes to two between Los Robles Boulevard and Harris Avenue, added protected and buffered bike lanes, high-visibility crosswalks at Roanoke and Grand avenues, and upgrades to traffic signals to make intersections safer for people walking and biking. This stretch of road is near two schools – Grant Union High School and Michael J. Castori Elementary School. An additional $518,000 was awarded last month by the state to support additional work to install signals, bikeways and pedestrian crossings along Marysville Boulevard.
With students returning to school and traffic patterns changing, the event underscores the importance of addressing safety improvements along the city’s high-injury networks. 
“The City is acting on clear evidence that Marysville Boulevard needs meaningful safety improvements,” said City of Sacramento Mobility & Sustainability Manager Jennifer Donlon Wyant. “We are investing in proven street designs that address the corridor’s history of severe crashes and better protect the students, families and residents who travel it every day. This project demonstrates how Sacramento is turning its Vision Zero commitments into visible changes on our streets.”
Earlier this year, Sacramento residents participated in workshops, neighborhood conversations, virtual meetings and an online survey to share experiences and priorities related to transportation safety.
“Every child should be able to walk, bike, or roll to school without their family fearing that one dangerous driver or street designed to move cars quickly changes their lives forever,” said Slow Down Sacramento Founder Isaac Gonzalez. “Drivers must slow down and pay attention, but lasting safety also requires streets designed to protect people when mistakes happen. The improvements on Marysville Boulevard show what Sacramento can accomplish when we treat traffic violence as preventable and act with the urgency our children deserve.”

To learn more about the City of Sacramento’s Vision Zero Action Plan, visit the Transportation Planning website. 

“ABCs for Safety” Campaign Details
Social media and other digital messages will run in English and Spanish that urge drivers to wait for children boarding or exiting a school bus, give bicyclists space and look out for children walking, biking or crossing. Audio messages will remind people that the new school year is here and to look out in school zones by following the posted speed limit and staying alert for children. The campaign runs through the end of August. 

In addition to the ABCs for safety, local and state partners have four key tips to remember for back-to-school and school zone safety:
· Plan for Extra Time and Be Patient: Expect delays around schools and give yourself a buffer so you’re not in a rush.
· Stop for School Buses: With few exceptions, California law requires drivers to stop in both directions when a school bus has flashing red lights on. Drivers must stop until the red lights are off.
· Slow Down: Follow the posted speed limits—especially during school start and end times and when children are present.
· Avoid Distractions: Keep your phone down and eyes up—one moment of inattention can lead to tragedy.

Visit www.gosafelyca.org for more traffic safety information. 
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