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For Immediate Release
July 17, 2023


OTS, Caltrans, CHP and AAA announce new “Better Slow Than Sorry” media campaign to raise awareness about the dangers of speeding
35% of all deadly crashes in California in 2021 were speed-related

Los Angeles – With 35% of all traffic deaths in California linked to speeding and speed-related deaths at a 14-year high, the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), California Highway Patrol (CHP), and Automobile Club of Southern California (AAA) today launched a new “Better Slow Than Sorry” anti-speeding campaign that encourages drivers to keep their neighborhoods safe by slowing down.

The “Better Slow Than Sorry” campaign, kicked off at a news conference in Los Angeles, features a new video in English and Spanish on digital platforms, audio messages on radio and streaming services, as well as digital billboards. 

The video emphasizes that drivers are going too fast if they do not allow enough time to stop or react to road conditions. Audio messages encourage drivers to drive like their closest friends or family live in the neighborhood, and that speeding is dangerous for everyone, especially people biking or walking. New social media messages provide context and depth to the benefits of slowing down, where just a marginal decrease in average speeds, and speeds where a pedestrian is struck by a vehicle, significantly lowers the chances of serious injury or death.

“Speeding is a dangerous choice that can have deadly consequences for everyone on our roads,” said OTS Director Barbara Rooney. “If you’re driving, make sure you have enough time to stop, slow down or react. The choices you make behind the wheel could help save lives. Keep neighborhoods safe by lowering speeds. It’s better to be slow than sorry.”

“Driving too fast for traffic and road conditions increases the risk not only for highway workers, but other road users,” said Caltrans Director Tony Tavares. “There is no excuse for being reckless and speeding. The next time you find yourself near a work zone please slow down, pay attention, and move over a lane when you see flashing amber lights ahead.” 
In 2021, the latest federal statistics available, 1,509 people were killed in speeding-involved crashes throughout the state. Nationally, there was an 8% increase in speeding-involved crashes from 2020 to 2021, with 12,330 people killed in speed-related crashes. 
State data show that “unsafe speed” was the most common crash factor in more than 400,000 traffic crashes in 2021.In addition, there were more than 9,500 work zone crashes in California in 2021, with speed a common contributor.
“Unsafe speed continues to be an overwhelming factor in most crashes on California roads. These preventable crashes are responsible for the loss of hundreds of lives and thousands of injuries every year,” said CHP Commissioner Sean Duryee. “Through education and enforcement, the CHP is committed to keeping everyone on the road safe.”


To demonstrate the risks of street racing and exhibitions of speed, AAA also displayed a wrecked BMW involved in a street race. In May, the CHP launched a “Thrills That Kill” education campaign that calls attention to the dangers of street racing, which further complements anti-speeding messages.

“AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety research has found that higher speeds cancel out the benefits of vehicle safety improvements like airbags and improved structural designs,” said Auto Club Communications Manager Doug Shupe. “The faster a driver is going before a crash, the less likely it is that they’ll be able to get down to a survivable speed even if they have a chance to brake before impact.”

Over the Fourth of July holiday period (June 30 through July 4), the CHP issued more than 9,800 speeding citations statewide as part of its efforts to enforce speed limits.

The anti-speeding campaign runs through the end of July.

To view the new PSA and learn about other helpful ways to stay safe on the go, visit www.gosafelyca.org.
Media Contacts: 
Tim Weisberg, OTS Deputy Director, Marketing and Public Affairs
Phone: (916) 708-5128, Email: timothy.weisberg@ots.ca.gov

Officer Alec Pereyda, CHP Southern Division Public Information Officer
Phone: (818) 240-8200, Email: alec.pereyda@chp.ca.gov 

Will Arnold, Media Relations Manager, Caltrans HQ
Phone: 916-956-0633, Email: William.arnold@dot.ca.gov 

###
image3.png




image4.jpeg




image5.png
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

TRAFFIC
SAFETY




image1.png
"BETTER SLOW
THAN SORRY.

SLOW THE
FAST DOWN.




image2.jpeg




