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CALIFORNIA TEEN DRIVER DEATHS DROP AS RESULT OF 

GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING LAW

Comprehensive Traffic Safety Approach for Teen Drivers Saves Lives

(Sacramento, Calif.) – California’s Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) law has contributed to a significant drop in at-fault crashes involving 16-year-old drivers, according to the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).  The 2006 law has also resulted in a 40 percent decrease in teen passenger deaths and injuries involving 16-year-old drivers.

“California has made significant strides in improving traffic safety in terms of increasing seat belt use and reducing alcohol-related crashes in recent years,” said OTS Director Christopher J. Murphy.  “But we have continued to struggle when it comes to teen drivers.  I’m gratified to see that the additional restrictions of the Graduated Driver Licensing law are saving the lives of our young people.”

A recent study, conducted by the Auto Club of Southern California, examined fatal and injury crashes where inexperienced teen drivers were at fault both before and after GDL took effect in January 2006.  Before the new law in 2004 and 2005, the state had an average of 81.5 at-fault fatal and injury crashes among 16-year-olds between 11 p.m. and midnight.  The number of fatal and injury crashes decreased to an average of 54 in 2006 and 2007 after the law took effect.

“By making sure teen drivers have the chance to gain gradual experience behind the wheel safely, without distractions, we can help keep their attention on the road so they become safer drivers,” said Murphy.  “One of the easiest and most important things teen drivers can do is buckle their seatbelts.”

While California’s 2008 seat belt usage rate is 95.7 percent, teen drivers have a lower rate of 88.9 percent.  There is still a lot of work to be done to increase teen driver safety, but progress is being made.  One recent example was a law that went into effect July 1, 2008 restricting the use of wireless devices for drivers under 18 years of age, except in an emergency situation.  

OTS is also currently funding a wide range of traffic safety programs aimed at young drivers, including interactive youth education programs such as:

-          “Every 15 Minute” presentations

-           “Real DUI Trials” in high schools

-           “Reality Check” student press conferences

-           “Smart Start” teen driver safety classes

-           “High School Seat Belt Challenge” programs

-           “Staying Alive from Education” programs
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