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STATE ANNOUNCES THREE-WAY ATTACK ON DUI 
 

Public Support, Aggressive Enforcement, and Special Prosecutors
Work Together to Keep Drunk Drivers Off the Roads
 
            (Sacramento, Calif.) — In the continuing effort to save lives and futures, state traffic safety officials today announced an all-out assault on impaired driving by increasing the likelihood of being spotted, getting caught and convicted.  The Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) has awarded more than $5.2 million in grants to 111 local law enforcement agencies to conduct a concentration of sobriety checkpoints targeting drunk drivers, just in time for the holiday enforcement period. That is in addition to a $5.9 million grant to the California Highway Patrol (CHP) for special DUI enforcement activities.
                “These funds will provide the State’s law enforcement agencies with vital resources to protect the motoring public and come at perhaps the most needed time given the busy holiday travel season,” said Business, Transportation and Housing Secretary Dale E. Bonner.  “Today’s announcement is a significant step forward in the continuing efforts to make California’s roadways as safe as possible.”
The grant enforcement efforts will add to the more than 540 law enforcement agencies, including the California Highway Patrol, that will participate in the most aggressive enforcement period of the year.  Sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols, multi-agency task force operations, warrant sweeps and court sting operations targeting repeat offenders will take place across California.  Additionally, law enforcement agencies are asking for the public’s continued help by calling 911 if they see a suspected drunk driver.  
This call to action comes on the heels of good news, with alcohol-related fatalities down 8.3 percent in California - the first decline since 1998. The reason for the decline is attributed to a substantial increase in law enforcement efforts, additional public education and better prosecution. In 2007 alone, there were more than 203,000 DUI arrests statewide, the most since 1994.
“Even though we’re seeing a decrease in alcohol-related fatalities for the first time in eight years, that does not change our strategy and approach to preventing drunk driving,” said Office of Traffic Safety Director Christopher J. Murphy.  “Over the past five years, we’ve aggressively expanded regional enforcement efforts and significantly increased the number of sobriety checkpoints.  Now we’re taking it a step further by making sure prosecutors have access to the information and resources they need to meet and overcome the hurdles in DUI prosecutions.  This multi-pronged approach to public education and enforcement efforts, combined with more successful prosecutions for DUI offenders, is paying off.”               
                California is the first state in the nation to have special DUI Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor (TSRP) programs serving five regions, including Northern California, Central Valley, Central Coast, Greater L.A., and Southern/Inland Empire. The program is designed to enhance the ability of California’s prosecutors to effectively evaluate and prosecute DUI citations and DUI-related vehicular homicide cases. The state also has nine ‘DUI Only’ courts. 
“We are very pleased to see that DUI injuries and fatalities are decreasing and that special efforts are being made to effectively prosecute DUI offenders," said CHP Commissioner Joe Farrow.  “However, we believe that it will continue to demand a multi-level approach to prevent injuries and save lives on the state’s roadways.  The CHP will be on the roads looking for drunk drivers, but we can’t do it alone.  We’re asking for the public’s help.  If you see a drunk driver, please call 911.”  
Farrow added that callers should provide dispatchers with a license plate number, a description of the vehicle and location and direction of travel. 
In addition to the enforcement efforts, the state’s traffic safety and transportation departments are working together like never before on the enforcement and public education fronts, with OTS, CHP, the Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) and Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) all playing a role.  Caltrans is featuring the ‘Report Drunk Drivers. Call 911’ message on over 600 changeable message signs along California freeways.  More than 750 permanent blue road signs were installed along California’s freeways last year.  State officials are hoping these reminders will prompt drivers and passengers to be vigilant and take appropriate action.  
Grant funding from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration will be administered by the OTS through the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency.
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