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California’s 2010 

Click It or Ticket 

Seat Belt Enforcement Campaign

Facts and Figures

· California’s 2010 seat belt use rate is 96.2 percent, up from 95.3 percent in 2009.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), an estimated 1,365 California lives were saved at the current seat belt use rate.  California’s rate is much higher than the national average of 84 percent (OTS) and NHTSA).

· Since the Click It or Ticket campaign began in California in 2005, California’s seat belt use rate has increased from 90.4 percent in 2004 to 96.2 percent in 2010. In the last four years alone, it is estimated that more than 1.25 million more motorists in the state have begun buckling up regularly.  However, there are an estimated 1.25 million Californians who continue to drive without the lifesaving protection of seatbelts (OTS). 

· According to the 2010 California seat belt use survey, Calaveras County had the highest seat belt usage rate of the 39 counties surveyed at 100 percent, while Lake County had the lowest seat belt use rate at 87percent.

· California counties with the top 10 highest seat belt use rates include:

Calaveras 
100

Tehama

98.7
Colusa

99.0

Mariposa

98.5
El Dorado 
99.0

Contra Costa

98.2
Glenn

99.0

Stanislaus

98.0
Tulare 

98.8

Santa Barbara

97.9
· California’s 2009 teen seat belt use rate is 91.1 percent, up slightly from the 2008 teen rate of 89.6 percent (OTS).

· California’s 2010 child safety seat usage rate is 95.4 percent – up substantially from the 2009 rate of 90.9 percent (OTS).

· The cost for a seat belt violation in California for unbuckled vehicle occupants over age 16 is a minimum of $142.  (California Department of Motor Vehicles). 

· When children under age six are not properly secured in a vehicle, the parent or driver can receive ‘one point’ on their driving record, in addition to a ticket of $445 on a first offense.  If the parent is not in the car, the driver gets the ticket (DMV). 

· Currently, 30 states, the District of Columbia and Guam have enacted primary seat belt laws. 

 (Governor’s Highway Safety Association).
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