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 COLLEGE CAMPUSES TARGETED FOR DUI ENFORCEMENT
Public Asked to Call 911 to Report Drunk Drivers


([City], Calif.) — College campuses will be targeted during {timeframe} when {X) local law enforcement agencies participate in the ’AVOID the [X]’ program as part of California’s Holiday DUI Enforcement Campaign.     
“We’re concentrating enforcement efforts specifically around the campus community,” said {Local Agency} Police Chief {Name}.  “And we will be working closely with campus police as well.  That means sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols and zero tolerance for underage drinking.” 
To help law enforcement officers find impaired drivers, college students and all Californians are being asked to report suspected drunk drivers by calling 911.  2007 marks the first year since 1998 in which alcohol-related fatalities have declined in California, declining 6.7 percent from 2006. The decline is attributed to the growth of the California AVOID program and public education efforts. 

“Impaired driving is the number one killer of adults 18 to 24,” said Christopher J. Murphy, Director of the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).  “Unfortunately, college students are more likely to binge drink and then drive.  Combine this with other risky driving behaviors such as speeding or not wearing a seat belt and a deadly outcome awaits.”  
In 2007, 1,491 people were killed and 30,642 injured in alcohol-related crashes in California, compared to 1,597 fatalities and 31,099 injuries in 2006.  As of 2008, 98 percent of the state’s population is covered by the regional enforcement efforts, with a special emphasis on colleges and universities that experience high rates of impaired driving.
Crash data indicates that in 2007, 370 young people ages 18-24 were killed and another 8,822 injured in alcohol involved crashes.  This represents 24 percent of all alcohol involved deaths and 28 percent of alcohol involved injuries, even though this age group only represents 11 percent of all licensed drivers.
Campus police officers have responded to many alcohol involved incidents this first semester of the school year and have had made {X} arrests,” said Chief [Name] of [Agency] college/university.  “Additionally, police departments around the campus have made a number of DUI arrests of students from [School] college/university.  Alcohol abuse often times impacts college careers so needlessly.”
Chief [Name] is reminding all of the college students and facility to plan ahead this holiday season whether traveling home or remain at [Location] to watch their alcohol consumption and always use a designated driver before the celebrations begin.


~ m o r e ~
The Office of Traffic Safety, through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), awarded 
$ 6.5 million in grants in 41 counties to conduct impaired driving operations, including sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols, multi-agency task force operations, along with warrant/probations sweeps and court sting operations targeting repeat offenders.
California’s effort coincides with the national “Drunk Driving. Over the Limit.. Under Arrest..” campaign taking part across the country. 
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###
Editor’s note: To schedule an interview regarding campus impaired driving enforcement, or request a ride-along with law enforcement during the holiday period, please contact [Name] at [Phone] or via email at [E-mail].

Note: Please adapt this release to fit the needs of your and your Campus Chief’s agency.  Before filling in the names of your organization and spokespersons, you MUST obtain their permission to use their names in this press release. Also, you must get clearance for the quotes you attribute to them, modifying the quotes as they request. 
