AVOID Program Talking Points

The following talking points can be used by public information officers and other media spokespersons on behalf of the AVOID Program:
· The AVOID Program is made up of clusters of law enforcement agencies in a particular region that join forces during peak holiday periods to fight drunk driving.  The number after the name – AVOID the 13, for example – indicates the number of police agencies in that county’s task force.  The name of the program – AVOID is a message to motorists that simply means this: don’t drink and drive and you will avoid being arrested.

· As of October 2008, there are AVOID Campaigns in 41 counties throughout California that involve more than 540 law enforcement agencies.
· Drunk driving is a totally preventable crime of violence.
· Designate a sober driver ahead of time.  A designated driver is a non-drinking driver.

· Drivers who are weaving or swerving on the road are often drunk or impaired.  Call 911 from your cell phone when it is safe to do so.  If you continue to hear all operators are busy recording when calling 9-1-1, consider calling your local police or sheriff’s department to report the drunk driver or stay on the line.  

· Once you spot a drunk driver, keep your distance.  Be prepared to report the location and direction of travel, the vehicle description and license plate number.

· The best defense against a drunk driver is wearing a seat belt.
· In 2007, 1,491 people were killed in an alcohol-involved collision in California, and 30,642 were injured according to the California Highway Patrol’s SWITRS data. 
Previous Year Totals
Persons Killed and Injured in Alcohol Involved Crashes Statewide
       
                       Year

   Persons Killed

  Persons Injured

2007*


1,491



30,642

2006


1,597



31,099

2005


1,574



30,810

2004


1,462



31,538

2003


1,445



31,337

2002


1,411



32,073

2001


1,308



31,806

*Statistics from California Highway Patrol SWITRS (2007* represents provisional data).
